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The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is charged with protecting the American people and 
enforcing our laws in accordance with the U.S. Constitution. To carry out this essential mission, 
the FBI has a strict set of internal rules and procedures embodied in the Domestic Investigations 
and Operations Guide (DIOG). The DIOG was created by the Bureau itself and approved by the 
Depaitment of Justice (DOJ). 

The latest unredacted version of the DIOG available to the Committee (dated October 15, 2011) 
delineates procedures the FBI must follow when submitting applications to the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court (FISC) for orders to conduct surveillance through the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA). According to the DIOG: 

• FISA surveillance is a very intrusive means of acquiring infonnation that must balance
the need to obtain sensitive national security information against civil liberties.

• When striking this balance, a verification process must be conducted for all FISA
applications.

o Under the subsection "FISA Verification of Accuracy Procedures," the FBI itself
acknowledges this importance: "The accuracy of information contained within
FISA applications is of utmost importance.... Only documented and verified 
information may be used to support FBI applications [FISA] to the court [FISC]." 

• The DIOG provides detailed instructions for the FBI to follow to ensure that information
appearing in a FISA application that is presented to the FISC has been thoroughly vetted
and confirmed.

Former and current DOJ and FBI leadership have confirmed to the Committee that unverified 
information from the Steele dossier comprised an essential part of the FISA applications related 
to Carter Page. These details are outlined in a declassified memorandum released by the 
Committee on February 2, 2018, a copy of which is attached for your review. 
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